Demestic Violence Children of Violent Homes

Exists Here... Partners
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Family Services
For children ages 8 to 17 years oid and their families.
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Madison, Wl 53713
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Domestic violence can

affect anyone, regardless of

race, age, gender, sexual Briarpatch : : '
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Chances are, it's affecting someone you know. ' Madison, WI 53704

Phone: 245-2550
Toll Free: 1-800-798-1126
24-Hour Crisis Line: 251-1126

24-Hour Crisis Services « Emergency Youth Shelter « Street
Cutreach + Youth Groups » Family Counseling




Children are affected NOW . ..

Witnessing violence in the home is often as harmful as a direct victim of the violence. it affects children
developmentatly, psychologically and emotionally. Children fiving in homes where domestic abuse occurs are at
higher risk of suffering physical abuse themselves.

This diagram (at right) shows a variety of often contradiciory tactics
used by children to cope with family violence. Different children, even
those in the same family, may respond to trauma differantly.
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For children growing up in violent homes, such violence becomes Tactics

an acceptable means of solving problems and conflicts. In their
adolescent years, these children are at higher risk for drug and alcohot
dependency, depression and suicide, running away, truancy, early
pregnancy and divorce. Once these children reach aduitheod, an
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= 50% of girls will become victims of domestic violence®
= 60% of boys will become batterers”
- 80% of those in prison grew up in viotent homes*

Manitowoc County
Domestic Viclence Center

Violence will shape their future, and in doing so, will affect ours. With help, however, a better future can be
written for these children and for our community.

*Manitowoe County Domestic Violence Center

Breaking the Cycle of Abuse

Early intervention and treatment are key to successfully breaking the cycle of family violence. Children of
Violent Momes (CVH) pariners work tegether to provide crisis interveniion for victims and a range of short and
long-term counseling and treatment alternatives for children and their families. CVH also provides inter-agency
coordination of referrais to providers for other forms of support {fegai, housing, economic and more}.

The CVH partners are committed to supporting children and “addressing” the effects of violence which they

are experiencing. These goals can only happen if these children—as innocent bystanders—are identified and
receive help.
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if you suspect a child is
experiencing violence in their
home . ..

»  DON'T ignore or rationalize the "behavior
or situation”.

+  DON'T says it's not your problem.
= DON'T fry to solve the problem yourself,

= DO be aware of the symptoms (described
to the left).

» DO show the child you take them
seriously,

* DO reassure them they did the right thing
in tafking to you.

+ DO call the Domestic Abuse Hotline:

251-4445 or 1-800-747-4045

i 8%8555’% a safe and happy fuiure
for all our children.




